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History of Greek

Immigration in Canada
Yannis Phokas, the first Greek

believed to have visited Canada,

arrived over four hundred years ago.

He came from the Greek island of

Cephalonia and landed on Canada’s

West Coast as a member of the

Spanish Fleet. Permanent Greek emi-

gration didn’t occur until the mid-

1850s, when a number of Greek

sailors deserted ship near Quebec

City. In 1900, there were only 39 peo-

ple claiming to be from Greek descent

in all of Canada. 

Between 1900 and 1911 this num-

ber grew to 2,000 Greeks, arriving

mostly as refugees from the war

between the Greeks and the Turks,

and the loss of that war to the

Ottoman Empire. The Turks

imposed a constitution which forced

Greeks living in territories now con-

trolled by Turks, to serve in the army.

The Greeks were also fleeing terrible

economic conditions. Many of the first

arrivals were single men desperate to

re-make their lives. Sometimes they

married local Canadian women; often

they returned to Greece to find a bride

arranged by their families. 

The Greeks who came to Canada

tended to settle in the urban centers

with the majority settling in Montréal,

Toronto and to a lesser degree,

Vancouver. Within these cities,

Greek communities formed, usually

in older parts of the city where rents

were cheaper. Often, several families

would live together in one house,

sharing expenses until they became

established and could afford their

own homes. 

The immigrants tended to be unedu-

cated, unskilled and spoke neither offi-

cial language. Once in Canada, many

worked long hours as waiters, manual

laborers, or factory workers. Others

developed an entrepreneurial spirit

and ran small businesses, such as fruit

and grocery wholesale and retail firms

and travel agencies. 

Greek immigrants brought some of

their political quarrels from the old

country. In the case of Montréal

Greeks this divided the community

between Monarchists and Democrats.

One of the unifying factors was the

church. The first Greek Orthodox

Church in Canada was acquired from

the Methodists in Montréal in 1906. In

Toronto, a Greek Orthodox Church

was built three years later. The Church

was not only a place of worship, but the

Priest resolved community disputes,

offered financial advice and marriage

counseling. 

*The scattering of seeds - a 52 part tel-

evision series celebrating the contribution

of immigrants to Canada *

Minoan and Aegean

style frescoes 

discovered in Israel

Archaeologists from the University

of Haifa, who are conducting excava-

tions in the city of Tel Kabri, found

Minoan style frescoes, similar to those

discovered in the Aegean islands of

Crete and Santorini dating back to the

17th century BC. These are the first

such frescoes to be discovered in

Israel. According to scientists' estima-

tions, the wall paintings in the

Canaanite palace in Kabri are a con-

scious decision by the city's rulers who

wanted to adopt the Mediterrenean

culture rather than the Syrian and

Mesopotamian art styles adopted by

other cities in Canaan.

In an earlier excavation, another

fresco similar to those of Santorini

was unearthed, but the new discover-

ies established the fact that the first

fresco was not a coincidence but that

the ancient city of Tel Kabri not only

had developed commercial relations

with the Aegean and Minoan world

but wanted to come close to and be

associated culturally with these civili-

sations.

Parents say son was 

tormented for eating salami

sandwich during Ramadan
A SYDNEY couple has with-

drawn their two children

from a public primary

school, claiming their 11-

year-old son was bullied by

Muslim students because he

ate a salami sandwich dur-

ing Ramadan. 

A
ndrew Grigoriou said yes-

terday he complained to the

school and to police after

his son Antonios was chased and

later assaulted by Muslim students

after a confrontation over the con-

tents of his lunch, The Daily

Telegraph reports.

Antonios, a Year 5 student of

Greek-Australian background at

Punchbowl Public School in Sydney's

southwest, said he and a friend had

to be locked inside the library for an

hour after being chased by a group of

Muslim boys offended by his choice

of food while they were fasting. 

The Grigoriou family said the fol-

lowing exchange took place: 

Muslim student to Antonios: "Why

are you eating ham, it's Ramadan?" 

Antonios: "My mum packed this

for lunch today." 

Muslim student: "Don't eat that.

How can you eat pig, it's disgusting." 

During the confrontation a Muslim

boy allegedly accused Antonios of

saying: "F--- the Muslims" but

Antonios denied swearing. 

Mr Grigoriou said he removed his

son and a younger child from the

school on Tuesday after the boy was

punched in the eye and kicked in the

legs by a Muslim student. 

"It has broken my heart to see this

happening to my boy," he said.

Antonios, who wrote about his expe-

riences in words and drawings, still

has nightmares. 

The Department of Education and

Training said it had a zero tolerance

policy towards racism. 

"Claims of bullying or racial intol-

erance are taken very seriously and

looked into," a spokeswoman said.

"The School Education Director is

looking into the matter and called

the father concerned. 

"As a result ... the school will work

with all families and students

involved to ensure that the values

promoted by Punchbowl Public

School and the department are

understood and supported." 

After the salami sandwich incident

a student described as "the ring-

leader of the group" was suspended

from the school. The department

said that the school had "ongoing

cultural and interfaith awareness

programs to improve understanding

among students of events like

Ramadan and Christmas". 

Other parents also complained to

The Daily Telegraph about bullying

at the school and claimed victims

received too little protection. 

One said her 12-year-old son was

scared to open his lunch box at

school because he was harassed

about what is in it. "He has been bul-

lied from day one ... about being a

Christian and about the hot salami in

his lunch," she said. 

"My boy has a Greek background ...

the bullying is extreme. 

"He has been called a fat pig and

hit on the back with a stick." 

Another mother said her young son

refused to go on school excursions

for fear he would be bashed. 

Article from NineMSN


